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the fact that I have unlearnt the art of wishing with-
out having intended it.

These halcyon weeks have been employed in "trans-
valuing values/' You understand this process? In
reality the alchemist is the most serviceable sort of
creature there is; I mean that he converts something
base and despised into something of value, and even
into gold. He alone creates wealth, others only re-
fashion. My task this time has been quite unique; I
{iave asked myself what has hitherto been most hated,
feared, and scorned by men .. . and just out of that I
have manufactured my gold. . . .

It's only to be hoped that I shall not be reproached
for counterfeit coinage. But I shall be, of course!
Has my photograph reached you? In such an excep-
tional case my mother has kindly consented to save
me from appearing ungracious. I trust, too, that my
Leipzig publisher, G. W, Fritzsch, has discharged his
duty and despatched the Hymn. To wind up with, I
own to a piece of inqtii&itiveness. As it was not
granted me to listen at a crack of the door in order
to gain some information about myself, I should be
glad to hear something in another way. Three words
to characterise the subject of your lectures. How
much would I not glean from three words!

Most hearty good wlsluu dear Sir,

Your
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